
Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator for Califomia 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for reforming National Security Agency (NSA) programs. I 
lappn~ci:ite hearing from you on this important issue, and welcome the opportunity to respond. 

First, please be assured that the NSA does not conduct mass surveillance on U.S. citizens. Its mission is to collect 
oreign signals intelligence to detect foreign national security threats. For your convenience, a summary of the NSA's 

lau,tho:riti4~S under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) is available on the agency's website or 
http://tinyurl.com/NSA-FISA. 

Please know that I support measures to improve oversight of U.S. intelligence programs and to make them more 
!transparent to the public. On October 31,2013, I introduced the "FISAimprovements Act" (S. 1631), which would require 
!court review when the NSA call records database is queried, and mandate a series oflimitations on how the records can be 
lol:•taine4i, stored, and used. It would also authorize the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court to designate outside "amici 
lcuria,e," or "friends of the court," to provide independent perspectives and assist the Court in reviewing matters that present a 
m ove1 or significant interpretation of law. 

Additionally, on November 5, 2013, the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, which I chair, approved the 
l"'lltelllig;en4::e Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014" (S. 1681), which would strengthen existing protections that allow 
lwlilis,tlelJlowers in the Intelligence Community to bring their concerns directly to the attention of Congress, inspectors general, 
land Intelligence Community leaders. The bill would also require the Department of Justice to inform the Congressional 
lin1:ellJigeJrrce committees of all Office of Legal Counsel opinions regarding intelligence activities, and extend the charter of the 
IPttbliic Interest Declassification Board, which promotes public access to a thorough record of U.S. national security decisions 
1an.d activities. 

Finally, as Chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, I have called for a full review of all U.S. intelligence 
!Pr,ogr·arr.ts. For your convenience, I have included an opinion piece I authored in the San Francisco Chronicle on November 2, 

3 that further outlines proposals that I support. 

Again, thank you for writing. Please know that as Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, I take 
lseJ:ioutsly my responsibility to ensure that national security programs honor the privacy and Fourth Amendment rights of U.S. 
lcitizeJilS. I will certainly keep your concerns in mind as Congress considers legislation to reform NSA programs. Should you 
lha've any additional questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact my Washington, D.C. office at (202) 224-3841. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

.rth'" information about my position on issues of concern to California and the nation are available at my website, 
And visit and for more to communicate with me. 


